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American or Middle Eastern, Ashkenazi or Sephardi, insular or immersed in modern life—however diverse
their situations or circumstances, Jews draw on common traditions and texts when they mark life's
momentous events and rites of passage. The interplay of past and present, of individual practice and
collective identity, emerges as a central fact of contemporary Jewish experience in Harvey E. Goldberg's
multifaceted account of how Jews celebrate and observe the cycles of life. A leading anthropologist of
Jewish culture, Goldberg draws on his own experience as well as classic sources and the latest research to
create a nuanced portrait of Jewish rituals and customs that balances the reality of "ordinary Jews" with the
authority of tradition.

Looking at classic rites of passage such as circumcision and marriage, along with emerging life-milestone
practices like pilgrimage and identity-seeking tourism, Jewish Passages aptly reflects the remarkable cultural
and religious diversity within Judaism. This work offers a new view of Jewish culture and history with the
individual firmly situated at their center by blending anecdote and historical vignettes with rabbinic,
midrashic, and anthropological insights; by exploring Sephardi and Ashkenazi traditions as well as modern
ideologies; and by bringing into sharp relief the activities of women and relations with Gentile neighbors. As
such, this book provides a unique window on the particulars—and the significance—of personal and
communal acts of identification among Jews past, present, and future.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Mosier:

The book Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish
Life? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish
Life has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Bessie Papp:

The publication untitled Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life is the guide that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Alberto Benson:

Exactly why? Because this Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Michael Wheeler:

The book untitled Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will take
you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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