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Though drug use was widespread in the nineteenth century, the negative influence of narcotics was mostly
unknown. Cinema of the early twentieth century was instrumental in making viewers aware of the harmful
effects of drugs. Throughout the decades, images of drugs such as marijuana, LSD, and heroin in films
impacted—both negatively and positively—the national perception of their use. In fact, the use, popularity,
and opinion of certain drugs often follow their status on the big screen.

In Hooked in Film, John Markert takes a close look at the correlation between social policies and the public
view of drugs and their portrayals in film. In this volume, Markert examines the changing social attitudes
toward illegal drugs and their cinematic depictions from as early as the 1894 film Chinese Opium Den to the
present. The first section of this book focuses on the demonization of drugs between 1900 and 1959,
followed by an assessment of marijuana on the big screen after 1960, when the drug was shown as part of
everyday life with no serious consequences. Post-1960 depictions of heroin use, which have remained
consistently negative, are also analyzed. Markert then takes a close look at the portrayals of powdered
cocaine after the 1960s and the emergence of crack in the mid-1980s. Finally, Markert discusses
hallucinogens, Ecstasy, and methamphetamines and their roles on the big screen.

Tracking hundreds of films spanning more than a century, Hooked in Film looks at camp classics like Reefer
Madness, comedies such as Cheech and Chong’s Up in Smoke, Dazed and Confused, and Pineapple Express,
and dramas, including Panic in Needle Park and Requiem for a Dream. Scholars and students of cinema,
popular culture, media studies, and sociology will find this book a valuable examination of how cinematic
portrayals of drugs have changed over time, and how those images have influenced public perception of
drugs and even public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Guy:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the
book Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joshua Atkins:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Jeffrey Cooks:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big
Screen can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Shelley Gavin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen was filled about science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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