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This book explores a rich cultural hybridity at the heart of transatlantic modernism. Focusing on cubism,
jazz, and Josephine Baker's performance in the Danse Sauvage, Sieglinde Lemke uncovers a crucial history
of white and black intercultural exchange, a phenomenon until now greatly obscured by a cloak of whiteness.
Considering artists and critics such as Picasso, Alain Locke, Nancy Cunard, and Paul Whiteman, in addition
to Baker, Lemke documents a potent cultural dialectic in which black artistic expression fertilized white
modernism, just as white art forms helped shape the black modernism of Harlem and Paris.

Coining the term primitivist modernism to designate the multicultural heritage of this century's artistic
production, Lemke reveals the generative and germinating black cultural Other in the arts. She examines this
neglected dimension in full, fascinating detail, blending literary theory, social history, and cultural analysis
to document modernism's complex absorption of African culture and art. She details numerous ways in
which African and African American forms (visual styles, musical idioms, black dialects) and fantasies
(Baker's costume and dance, say) permeated high and mass culture on both sides of the Atlantic. So-called
primitive art and high modernism; savage rhythms and European music hall culture; European and African
American expressions in jazz; European primitivism and the racial awakenings of African American culture:
paired and freshly examined by Lemke, these subjects stand revealed in their true interrelatedness. Insisting
on modernism's two-way cultural flow, Lemke demonstrates not only that white modernism owes much of
its symbolic capital to the black Other, but that black modernism built itself in part on white Euro-American
models.

Through superbly nuanced readings of individual texts and images (fifteen striking examples of which are
reproduced in this handsome volume), Lemke reforms our understanding of modernism. She shows us, in
clear, invigorating fashion, that transatlantic modernism in both its high and popular modes was significantly
more diverse than commonly supposed. Students and scholars of modernism, African American studies, and
cultural studies, and those with interests in twentieth-century art, dance, music, or literature, will find this
book richly rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Primitivist Modernism:
Black Culture and the Origins of Transatlantic Modernism (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) book as this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Robert Lindsey:

The event that you get from Primitivist Modernism: Black Culture and the Origins of Transatlantic
Modernism (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Primitivist Modernism: Black Culture and the Origins of Transatlantic Modernism (W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Primitivist
Modernism: Black Culture and the Origins of Transatlantic Modernism (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) instantly.

Anthony Moss:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Primitivist Modernism: Black Culture and the Origins of
Transatlantic Modernism (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Beverly Hill:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Primitivist Modernism: Black Culture and the Origins of Transatlantic Modernism
(W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like



today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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