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By February 1862 Confederate forces in Kentucky and Tennessee were falling back in disorder. Fort Henry
on the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River fell to combined land and naval forces
under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote. These losses necessitated the
abandonment of the Rebel stronghold of Columbus, Kentucky. The entire upper Mississippi Valley lay open
to Federal invasion. Toward that end, a new Union army under Major General John Pope began organizing at
Commerce, Missouri.

Confederate Major General John P. McCown was sent to plug the breach by fortifying Island No. 10, a one-
mile-long island positioned in a bend in the Mississippi River that straddled the boundaries of Tennessee,
Missouri, and Kentucky. Pope's army had to be held in check long enough for the main Confederate force,
under generals Albert Sidney Johnston and P. G. T. Beauregard, to concentrate and launch a counterattack
against Grant's advancing army.

The ensuing campaign at Island No. 10 created the first extensive siege of the Civil War. The ultimate
capture of the garrison resulted in a new army command for Pope in Virginia. As for the Confederates, the
campaign pointed to a faulty western strategy. Simply to concede the rivers and their adjoining cities to the
Federal navy was politically unacceptable. Garrison after garrison was captured, however, in the attempt to
defend the rivers to the last extremity. Between February 1862 and July 1863 the Confederates lost 64,400
troops, some nine divisions, in defending the rivers. This strategy was a significant contributing factor for
Confederate defeat in the West.
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From reader reviews:

William Fugate:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valley. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any
book Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valley. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Billy Shaner:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Island No. 10:
Struggle for the Mississippi Valley suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valleyis the main of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Victor Elias:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valley this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Jerry Brower:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valley was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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