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As one of the most successful farm organizations in the United States, the Missouri Farmers Association
brought together farm clubs from all over the state to serve as the central body through which farmer-owned
businesses could compete with investor-owned businesses. In Cultivating Cooperation, Raymond A. Young
follows the fascinating history of MFA from its grass-roots beginning in a schoolhouse in 1914 through the
upheaval that led to only the second leadership change in the organization's history in 1979.

William Hirth was responsible for the early success of MFA. At the age of fifteen, Hirth became interested in
farming and started lecturing on the benefits of building a cooperative of farm clubs. He continued to
advocate this idea by publishing The Missouri Farmer, a magazine that informed subscribers on legislative
issues and farm club news and later became MFA's house organ. Hirth believed that the farm clubs should
capitalize not only on the economic advantages of joining together as a cooperative, but on the political and
social advantages as well.

Upon Hirth's death in 1940, Fred Heinkel took over leadership of MFA. Under his guidance, the cooperative
grew at a feverish rate. Supply companies, such as oil refineries, feed mills, and seed plants, were acquired or
built whenever it proved advantageous to the farmers. A sister cooperative was created to expand into
neighboring states, and a national alliance was created to establish a stronger representation in Washington,
D.C. MFA was also instrumental in securing a fourþyear medical school in its hometown of Columbia in
order to ensure medical care for farmers and their families in rural areas. In addition, MFA has played a role
in helping Third World countries develop cooperatives of their own.

With intimate knowledge of the organization, Raymond Young involves the reader in the intricacies of the
formation and development of the Missouri Farmers Association, enlivening his account with liberal use of
anecdotes from the pages of The Missouri Farmer. An introduction by Michael L. Cook places the story of
MFA within the context of the history of the cooperative movement nationwide. Students and scholars of
Missouri history, as well as farmers and those interested in agriculture, will find this comprehensive
examination of MFA an invaluable resource.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love Cultivating Cooperation: A History of the Missouri Farmers
Association, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Beverly McClendon:

Cultivating Cooperation: A History of the Missouri Farmers Association can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Cultivating
Cooperation: A History of the Missouri Farmers Association however doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Charles Rowe:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Cultivating Cooperation: A History of the Missouri Farmers
Association why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lola Behrendt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Cultivating Cooperation: A History of the Missouri Farmers Association can be your answer as it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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