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The postwar American stereotypes of suburban sameness, traditional gender roles, and educational
conservatism have masked an alternate self-image tailor-made for the Cold War. The creative child, an
idealized future citizen, was the darling of baby boom parents, psychologists, marketers, and designers who
saw in the next generation promise that appeared to answer the most pressing worries of the age.

Designing the Creative Child reveals how a postwar cult of childhood creativity developed and continues to
this day. Exploring how the idea of children as imaginative and naturally creative was constructed,
disseminated, and consumed in the United States after World War II, Amy F. Ogata argues that educational
toys, playgrounds, small middle-class houses, new schools, and children’s museums were designed to
cultivate imagination in a growing cohort of baby boom children. Enthusiasm for encouraging creativity in
children countered Cold War fears of failing competitiveness and the postwar critique of social conformity,
making creativity an emblem of national revitalization.

Ogata describes how a historically rooted belief in children’s capacity for independent thinking was
transformed from an elite concern of the interwar years to a fully consumable and aspirational ideal that
persists today. From building blocks to Gumby, playhouses to Playskool trains, Creative Playthings to the
Eames House of Cards, Crayola fingerpaint to children’s museums, material goods and spaces shaped a
popular understanding of creativity, and Designing the Creative Child demonstrates how this notion has been
woven into the fabric of American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Designing the Creative
Child: Playthings and Places in Midcentury America (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Designing the Creative Child: Playthings and Places in Midcentury America (Architecture, Landscape
and Amer Culture) become your own personal starter.

Karen Baskin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Designing the Creative Child: Playthings and Places in Midcentury America
(Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jerry Ingle:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Designing the Creative Child: Playthings and Places in Midcentury America (Architecture,
Landscape and Amer Culture) can make you experience more interested to read.

Jim Molnar:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Designing the Creative Child:
Playthings and Places in Midcentury America (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading



through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve Designing the Creative Child: Playthings and Places in Midcentury America (Architecture,
Landscape and Amer Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of this time.
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