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This book examines the folkloric roots of familiar lore in early modern Britain from historical,
anthropological, and comparative religious perspectives. It argues that beliefs about witches' familiars were
rooted in beliefs surrounding the use of fairy familiars by beneficent magical practitioners or "cunning folk,"
and corroborates this through a comparative analysis of familiar beliefs found in traditional Native American
and Siberian shamanism. The author then goes on to explore the experiential dimension of familiar lore by
drawing parallels between early modern familiar encounters and visionary mysticism as it appears in both
tribal shamanism and medieval European contemplative traditions. These perspectives challenge the
reductionist view of popular magic in early modern Britain often presented by historians
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this Cunning-Folk and Familiar Spirits: Shamanistic Visionary Traditions in Early Modern British
Witchcraft and Magic.

Jeffrey Stampley:

The book with title Cunning-Folk and Familiar Spirits: Shamanistic Visionary Traditions in Early Modern
British Witchcraft and Magic posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Aaron Tolleson:

Often the book Cunning-Folk and Familiar Spirits: Shamanistic Visionary Traditions in Early Modern
British Witchcraft and Magic has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Frank Quintana:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Cunning-Folk and Familiar Spirits: Shamanistic Visionary Traditions in Early Modern
British Witchcraft and Magic. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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