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Deficient urban schooling remains one of America's most pressing—and stubborn—public policy problems.
This important new book details and evaluates a radical and promising new approach to K-12 education
reform. Strife and Progress explains for a broad audience the "portfolio strategy" for providing urban
education—its rationale, implementation, and results. Under the portfolio strategy, cities use anything that
works, indifferent to whether schools are run by the public district or private entities. It combines traditional
modes of schooling with newer methods, including chartering and experimentation with schools making
innovative use of people and technology. Urban districts try to make themselves magnets for new talent,
recruiting educators and career switchers looking to make a difference for poor children.

The portfolio strategy creates interesting new bedfellows: people who think that government should oversee
public education align with those advocating choice, competition, and entrepreneurship. It cuts across
political lines and engages city governments and civic assets (e.g., philanthropies, businesses, universities)
much more deeply than earlier reform initiatives. New York and New Orleans were portfolio pioneers, but
the idea has spread rapidly to cities as far-flung as Los Angeles, Denver, and Chicago.

Results have been mixed overall but generally positive in places that implemented the strategy most
aggressively. Reform leaders such as New York's Joel Klein have been overly optimistic, however, assuming
that the strategy's merits would be so obvious that careful assessment would be unnecessary. Serious policy
evaluation is still needed.
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From reader reviews:

John Judge:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Strife and Progress:
Portfolio Strategies for Managing Urban Schools. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ronnie Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Strife and
Progress: Portfolio Strategies for Managing Urban Schools is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Yolanda Nitta:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Strife and Progress: Portfolio Strategies for
Managing Urban Schools is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Lynn Gallagher:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Strife and Progress: Portfolio Strategies for Managing Urban
Schools was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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